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1.
INTRODUCTION

Sense Over Sectarianism is a partnership with funding from the Scottish Government to give grants to individuals and community groups setting up projects that challenge sectarianism and bigotry.

The partners in the scheme are:

· Glasgow City Council

· Nil By Mouth

· Celtic FC

· Rangers FC

· The Glasgow Presbytery of the Church of Scotland

· The Roman Catholic Archdiocese

Sense Over Sectarianism has been set up to challenge sectarianism in the wider Glasgow area by promoting positive social integration, by encouraging inter-cultural understanding and by creating examples of good practice.

The aim of SOS is to enable individuals or organisations to challenge the existing attitudes, hate behaviour and assumptions that contribute to bigotry, sectarianism and division within society.

SOS will focus on existing sectarian tensions and bigotry in general which create social and other barriers between people of different faiths.  It will make individuals aware of their role through language, actions and behaviour in determining the shape their society takes.  It will empower individuals to bring down these barriers within their own lives and community working towards community cohesion. 
2.
WHO WILL QUALIFY FOR A GRANT?

Grants will be given to individuals or organisations that are looking to develop new projects that will challenge bigotry and sectarianism and will break down barriers between people caused by religious and cultural differences. 

There is no set idea of what a project might be.  It could be based on sport, drama, art, discussion, music or any other bright idea you might have.  The criteria for assessment is based on what the project can achieve rather than what ‘shape’ it takes.

Criteria for Assessment

Projects will:

· Work towards reducing religious barriers between people.

· Raise awareness of how language and actions such as hate behaviour contribute towards sectarianism and bigotry.

· Bring together people from different backgrounds to work towards a common goal.

· Contribute to cross faith and inter-cultural understanding.

· Give the opportunity for the individual getting the grant to develop new skills or understanding e.g. ICT skills, organisation skills, managing finances etc.

· Be of benefit to the community involved in the project

· Projects may be developmental from a current project.

· The project or programme must be distinct i.e. if an organisation is applying for funding the project or programme must be self-contained.

· There must be a clear budget proposal shown for the amount of the grant being applied for.

3.       APPLYING FOR AN AWARD

The application form is intended to gather all of the information to enable the Assessment Panel to make a recommendation for funding.   The questions asked relate to the assessment criteria listed above and it is important that you answer each question as fully as possible.  Please read the notes below before filling out your application form.

Application Notes:

Grants will be considered to a maximum of £500 for small grants to a maximum of £3,000 for community project grants in the calendar year (1st April – 31st March).

· Name – Please make sure that you give your full name.
· Address – please make sure you give your full address, including flat number if appropriate.
· Outline of project – please give an explanation of the project, what you intend to do, who is it targeted at and what you hope the project will achieve. In writing this it is important that you give sufficient information for the assessor to be able to get a good idea of what the project actually will be. 
· Proposed start date – It takes between 4 – 8 weeks for your application to be processed. Projects will not be ‘back funded’ so your start date needs to be after funding has been confirmed.
· Length of project – the maximum length of a project funded will be 1 year.
· Need for the project – please give an idea of why you think there is a need to tackle the issue of sectarianism or break down barriers.  This might mean giving some information about the community and what the divisions are within it or it might be a specific incident that has happened.
· How will this project tackle sectarianism and bigotry? – It is important that the assessor is able to make the link between your project and the aims of Sense Over Sectarianism.  Try to be specific about how it will happen e.g. if your project was making a video it might be that you run some small workshop sessions to look at the history or what sectarianism means, or discussion groups to get peoples thoughts and feelings and challenge their attitudes.
· Benefit to the community – every project has to have an outcome that benefits the community.  It might be about promoting better working together or understanding of difference etc.  It is important that you can highlight what the benefit to the community will be as a result of your specific project.
· Relevant past experience – it is important that you realise that lack of experience will not jeopardise your application but it would be useful to know if you do have relevant experience.  This will help us to identify how we can best support you.
· Project Expenditure Forecast – please complete as fully as possible and be realistic about your expenditure.   You can work to the nearest £ rather than p’s.  Items over £500 you need to get 3 verbal quotes. Items over £2500 you need to get 3 written quotes.

· Referees – your referees could be friends, people you work with or someone from within the community that you want to work with. It is important that they know you and a bit about the project that you are proposing to run.  Family members are not acceptable as referees.

· Disclosure Scotland check– this will only be taken up if your project is going to work directly with young people under the age of 18. This is intended to provide a level of safety and protection for both the young people and yourself.
Remember help is available to complete your application.  Contact Alison Logan – details below.

4. ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Your application form should be submitted to:

Alison Logan

Sense Over Sectarianism

Glasgow City Council

Education Services
40 John Street

City Chambers East

Merchant City

Glasgow G1JL
Tel:

0141 287 4206

E-mail:
alison.logan@education.glasgow.gov.uk
Stage 1

Application form is checked to make sure all the information is there to enable an assessment to be made. 

Stage 2

Application is distributed to members of the Partnership Group who will read the application form and make an assessment against the funding criteria.

Stage 3

Application is discussed at a Partnership Group meeting and a decision agreed upon. Applicants will be informed in writing of the outcome.
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