
DEFINING SECTARIANISM IN SCOTLAND:
SUPPORTING THE WORK OF THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT AND THE ADVISORY GROUP ON TACKLING SECTARIANISM IN SCOTLAND

The report of the Advisory Group on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland was published on 13 December 2013.  The report is titled “Independent Advice to Scottish Ministers and Report on Activity 9 August 2012 – 15 November 2013” and can be found at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/12/6197.  The Scottish Government press release about the report can be found at: http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Tackling-sectarianism-74f.aspx.

The report includes the following working definition of sectarianism in Scotland:

“Sectarianism in Scotland is a complex of perceptions, attitudes, beliefs, actions and structures, at personal and communal levels, which originate in religious difference and can involve a negative mixing of religion with politics, sporting allegiance and national identifications. It arises from a distorted expression of identity and belonging. It is expressed in destructive patterns of relating which segregate, exclude, discriminate against or are violent towards a specified religious other, with significant personal and social consequences.”

Recommendation 3.14.1 in the Advisory Group’s requests that “the Scottish Government test the working definition against the experiences of those delivering work to tackle sectarianism in communities, as well as with other stakeholders, to establish whether it encapsulates all of the forms of sectarianism being experienced and whether it is felt to be a usable definition which can be accepted by the broad range of groups that have an interest in this area.  As such, the working definition should be used as the first step to building a common foundation for the development of our understanding of sectarianism in Scotland.”  

We would like to invite you to give your view on the working definition by answering the questions set out below.  All of the responses will be collated by the Scottish Government and provided to the Advisory Group to allow them to consider how the working definition could be developed and clarified to provide a definition which is meaningful to all those who experience some form of intra-Christian sectarianism in Scotland.  Please answer the questions as honestly and openly as you can.  We have asked you to tell us a little about yourself, however, all comments will be anonymous and will not be attributed to you.

Please return completed questionnaires to: Community_Safety_Mailbox@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to these questions.



ABOUT YOU: All personal information will be kept anonymous.  The results from the collated responses will not be attributed to any individual or group of individuals. 

	
Are you responding as an:
	Individual
	Organisation

	
	
	

	If responding as an individual:
	
	

	Which town or city do you live in?
	

	Which local authority do you live in?
	

	If responding as an organisation:
	
	

	What is the name of your organisation?
	

	How many people contributed to your response?
	

	Which towns or cities do those contributing to your response live in?
	

	Which local authority do those contributing to your response live in? 
	



QUESTIONS: All contributions will be collated and given to the Advisory Group on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland to allow them to give further consideration to the working definition.

	For individuals and organisations:

	1.
	How far do you think the definition captures the nature of sectarianism in Scotland from your experience?

	Comment:



	2.
	What might be missing from it from your perspective?

	Comment:  



	3.
	Do you think the definition is easily understandable?

	Yes
	No

	
	
	
	

	Comment:



	4.
	Would you suggest any changes to the definition?    

	Comment:



	For organisations:

	5.








	How far is this definition relevant to your organisations work?

	
	a.  If so, in what way?

	
	Comment:



	
	b.  If not, why not?

	
	Comment:



	6.
	How might you use this definition in your work?

	Comment:
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