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Community United Aims

Outline of Project

Neighbouring non-denominational and denominational schools are brought together for 4 half days at the Rangers Study Centre. The programme is split between team building activities, designed to bring the pupils together and break down barriers, and focused anti-sectarian workshops.
Aim:
To provide an opportunity for neighbouring schools to work together to develop a sense of community and challenge attitudes and values that create barriers within their community.

By participating in the workshops pupils will have the opportunity to:

· Explore the attitudes and beliefs that people grow up with

· Develop an understanding of bigotry and sectarianism

· Explore sectarianism in their communities and in Glasgow as a whole

· Identify ways in which attitudes and values are formed

· Develop different strategies for challenging bigotry and sectarianism

· Recognise that change is everyone's responsibility

· Build trust and friendship with their peers from different schools

SOS Communities United participating Schools 2011 - 2012

Secondary Schools
· Kirkintilloch High

· Parkhill Secondary

· Ross Hall Secondary

Primary Schools
· St Mirin's and Croftfoot Primary Schools

· St Marnock's and Crookston Castle Primary Schools

· St Anne's Primary School

· St Thomas' and Carntyne Primary Schools

· St Thomas', Carntyne and Haghill Park Primary Schools

· Eastbank Primary School

· Broomhill Primary School

· Garrowhill Primary School

· Lorne Street Primary School

· Mount Vernon Primary School

· John Paul II Primary School

· Thorntree and St Timothy's Primary Schools

· Garscadden, St Brendan's and Yoker Primary Schools

· St Charles Primary School

· St Patrick's Primary School

· St Angela's and Darnley Primary Schools
St Marnock's and Crookston Castle Primary School
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These two closely located Schools had no history of working together, until taking part in the Communities united programme. This has changed enormously as the Headteachers and Primary 7 teachers of both schools embarked on a project of co-operation and joint learning.

All four classes from Primary 7 took part in an SOS led series of  workshops and supplemented these workshops by the teachers and young people visiting each others' schools to work together on normal classroom activities.

The schools however, did not stop there. They applied for and were granted SOS funding. The money was used to take 84 young people from Primary 7 on a week long residential outdoor activity week at the Lochgoilhead Centre.

As you can see from the photos the young people had enormous fun and through team building activities such as abseiling, canoeing and hill climbing formed new friendships and learned to help and support each other.

These schools are a great example of how successful the Communities United programme can be through hard work and great commitment to making a positive change in their community.

St Thomas (Carntyne) and Haghill Park Primary Schools
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Community focused challenges for three Primary Schools in the east end of Glasgow
This is the second year of this ambitious project that sees three local schools come together to take part in a Communities United project in the east end of Glasgow.

Due to the size of the group, the programme was run over 6 weeks as opposed to the standard four week project. This was to ensure there was ample time to discuss and unpick the myriad of issues surrounding sectarianism. This extended programme also included a drama element which was based around Theresea Breslin's book Divided City. The Communities United project compliments perfectly the topics that arise in this book - it covers issues of sectarianism and racism through the stories of three boys as they experience life in their communities.

The extended programme also enabled a session to take place in each of the schools, together with a sports morning at Soccer World. The emphasis of the sports morning was on team work and working together. This lengthier programme enabled the children to experience other people's surroundings and challenge any territorial issues.

Each workshop had over ninety pupils involved at a time, which was only possible due to their ability to take instruction quickly and work effectively in a team environment. Hence due to the numbers involved the workshops were split into two separate but concurrent sessions with one session focusing on the key elements of the Communities United programme and the other allowing the children to explore such sectarian related issues through the creative medium of drama. So successful was the drama element that pupils from the three schools were invited to the recent city wide primary student council meeting where they performed their drama presentation concerning flags, symbols and sectarianism, admirably, to an audience including representatives of the Scottish Parliament.

Garscadden and St Brendan's Primary Schools

Children from the Yoker community in Glasgow who attend Garscadden Primary School and St Brendan's Primary School have been taking part in the latest Communities United project at the Rangers Study Centre.

The children have been working together to explore the causes and impact of Sectarianism in their lives and what can be done about it. One of the issues being challenged is the way how people are often stereotyped and what the results of this can be. In order to demonstrate how these stereotypes can be challenged the children worked together in groups to draw what they imagine to be a typical Glaswegian.

These pictures were then presented to the whole group and discussed with a view to breaking down negative images and promoting diversity and open mindedness.

As you can see from the photos the children had a lot of fun in the process of taking part in this important work.
Thorntree and St Timothy's Primary Schools
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SOS recently helped develop a new inter-school partnership
Sense Over Sectarianism (SOS) recently helped develop a new inter-school partnership - this is the first year the pupils and staff of Thorntree Primary and St Timothy's Primary have come together under the Communities United banner to tackle issues concerning sectarianism.

The programme was run over four weeks allowing for sessions to be held in both schools as well as incorporating a sports session at the local Soccer World facility. The sports session was enthusiastically embraced by pupils, staff and parents alike. The sporting element of this programme is vital in enabling the young people to work together, promote friendship and break down barriers - getting to know each other better is of the up most importance.

The Communities United project sees the two schools engaged in exploring various issues around sectarianism, as well as considering who has the power to challenge such attitudes and where such bigoted beliefs might stem from.

Supplementary to the core project, the two schools have also promoted other inventive partnership initiatives. One of these sees the two schools combining to battle the problem of litter within their area. This joint litter collecting activity has undoubtedly strengthened the bonds of friendship and also increased awareness of how the young people treat each other and their community. Such activities highlight how it possible for young people to take positive actions in their community to tackle an important issue, whether for example, that is littering or sectarianism.

The benefits of bringing together faith and non-denominational schools to promote friendship and break down barriers are exemplified perfectly by this exciting new, joint venture.

Croftfoot and St Mirin's Primary Schools

Croftfoot and St Mirin's Primary Schools are currently reaping the benefits of a long term association with Sense Over Sectarianism. The schools and in particular some of the teaching staff have had a working relationship that spans back some four years. The benefits of the commitment shown by the schools and individual teachers enables Sense Over Sectarianism to deliver our workshops successfully as they have gained a deep understanding and insight into the aims of our four week Communities United programme.

This understanding and insight was self-evident in the way in which the young people of Croftfoot established the setting as to maximise the potential for interaction between pupils from the two schools. The seats were allocated by the young people of Croftfoot, alternating between one school and the other to ensure maximum integration.

The first session entails a history of sectarianism which provides the young people with a framework of context in relation towards sectarian behaviour and language. To avoid too much onus being placed on the banking concept of education we swiftly moved from the history of sectarianism to working in groups.

The group work focused on producing an A to Z of language that the young people felt were associated with sectarian behaviour. Some of the examples provided did involve the use of emotive language but we at Sense Over Sectarianism believe that if that sort of abusive language is not vocalised then it cannot be challenged. The majority of the response involved similar negative issues and language that highlighted the corrosive nature of sectarian behaviour.

The aims of this first session are twofold. Firstly is to enable the young people to produce their own definition of sectarianism through peer discussion and collaborative work. In this case the young people conjured up this definition:

"Acting in a bigoted way towards someone because of their football team or religion"

An excellent, accurate and succinct definition!

The second aim is to allow the young people the opportunity to establish new friendships within and between schools and in this instance both partners have risen admirably to the task.
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