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Lines of Prejudice
PURPOSE

· To help young people consider personal prejudices and preconceptions

· To challenge prejudices

· To explore stereotypes

PLAN IT

Age


Any

Group size

Any

Prep time

10 minutes

Activity time

30-45 minutes 

What you need

string or rope




scarf

clothes pegs

list of statements 

For a more active version of this activity, instead of using the string and pegs, get the young people to stand on a table, chair or floor to indicate their position.

DO IT

a) Tie the string or rope between one end of the room and the other with the scarf tied in the middle.

b) Explain one end of the string is to ‘agree strongly’, the other is to ‘disagree strongly’ and the scarf is neutral.

b) Give each person a clothes peg. For each statement you are about to read, they should put their clothes peg on the line to indicate their position.

c) Discuss the outcomes and reactions before moving on to the next statement.

(You may want to think about whether people can abstain or not if they become uncomfortable.)

Possible statements

· It is OK to have a girlfriend/boyfriend who is from a different faith.

· It is OK to have a friend who is from a different faith.

· I know someone from a different faith.

· I do not know anyone from a different faith.

· I would not want to know anyone from a different faith.

· I think all (insert faith) are right/wrong/weird/terrorists.

· I wear specific clothes or accessories to symbolise my faith.

· I think it is OK for people to wear specific clothes or accessories to symbolise their faith.

· I think people should keep their faith to themselves and not display it outwardly.

· I worship on a regular basis.

· I do not know much about religions or beliefs.

REVIEW IT

Curriculum for Excellence: engaging with experiences and outcomes
I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest ways in which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a 

I can discuss issues of the diversity of cultures, values and customs in our society. SOC 2-16c 

Through contributing my views, time and talents, I play a part in bringing about positive change in my school and wider community. HWB 0-13a / HWB 1-13a / HWB 2-13a / HWB 3-13a / HWB 4-13a


